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JUDGMENT

BAILIFF: (indistinct) cases of this sort which are commonly called "glassing".

That i1s to say, somebody breaks a glass or a similar kind of vessel and uses
the jagged edge to attack someone and to inflict considerable injuries upon
the victim. Looking at the English cases, there is no doubt that the 'bench
mark' is about three years at least; not less than that. Looking at the
Jersey cases, we think that we should take this opportunity to say that in
our view there isn't much distinction between the English and the Jersey
cases, or at least there is not enough of a distinction to enable us 1o say
that the 'bench mark® so far as the Jersey cases are concerned should not be

some three years. We have said that so that there is no doubt in the minds



of counsel as to what the Court regards as principle.

Turning to this case, we were invited by Mr Begg to say that the
tariff sentence was two years or eighteen months, in other words, dlfferent
irom the 'bench mark' in England. That we do not accept. He further
invited us to apply in this particular case an individualised sentence and to
impose a sentence of probation, coupled with a period of community service.
it was put to us that the accused should have a last éhance and that i« he
were given a last chance he would make the most of 1t because he had now
met a lady {who had written a very careful letter which we have read and

considered) and that he had therefore changed his way of life.

We cannot overlook the fact that whiist he was on bail charged with
this very serious offence, he committed a further offence. This is
something which Is indicative of his attitude towards society. We have
taken into account his deprived background but we cannot think that a case
of this nature, which was 1n our view a very vicious and murdercus attack,
merits other than {(indistinct) sentence. Because we have found that the
'bench mark' here is three years, we think that for the Crown to add a
further six months 1s not excessive. Therefore, the conclusions are granted

and you are sentenced to three years and six months' imprisonment.
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